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What is nrg4SD? 

GLOBAL 

NATIONAL 

SUBNATIONAL 

LOCAL 

• Established in 2002  

• International organization 
representing regional 
governments  and associations of 
governments at global level  

MISSION  

• Seek greater international 
recognition of the importance 
and contributions of regions to 
Sustainable Development 

• Promote understanding, 
partnerships, projects and 
experience exchange 



Regions for Urban Sustainability 
Key relevant themes for regional governments on 
the urban agenda: 

Metropolitan 
integration 

 

Urban-rural 
linkages 

Water and 
sanitation 

Territorial 
Planning 

Conservation 
of natural 
resources 

Risks and 
Resilience 

 

Green 
economy Food systems 



Working Group on SD Indicators 

• Working Group on Sustainable Development Indicators at the 
Subnational Level: Azuay, Catalonia, Fatick, Rio de Janeiro, São 
Paulo and Wales 

 Institutional framework: thematic and sectorial integration 

 Exchange of best-practices and peer-review 



Monitoring Framework 

Synergies/Complementarities with national monitoring 
systems 

 Subnational Sustainable Development 
Strategies 

Existing Subnational Statistical Offices 

Subnational Councils for Sustainable 
Development  

•Guidelines and comparable metrics; 

•Science-policy interface; 

•Coordination, cohesion, ownership and accountability 

•Improved Reporting capacity and tools 
 



Civil Society Engagement 

Azuay  
Radical democracy  local 
parliaments 
Participatory planning for grassroots 
indicators and data collection 

 

Wales 
Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015 

Based on “The Wales We Want” consultations  



Innovative Tools for Data 

São Paulo 
• Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 

Fast and low-cost collection of 
high-resolution images 

• Monitoring through Satellite 
Images 
Identifies modifications to land-use 
and environmental infractions 



City-Region Approach 
Rio de Janeiro  
Metropolitan Government Integration Chamber 
Multilevel governance mechanism for common 
planning and joint action  

 

São Paulo 
Green-Blue City Program 
10 areas for municipal evaluation, ranking and access 
to funding 
(Waste management, resilience, air quality and more) 
 

Fatick 
Regional Integrated Development Plan 

Technical committee for collecting data through 
Geographic Information Systems - GIS   

 
 



Assessment Reports and Environmental Data 

• Identification of needs and emerging priorities 
• Address critical gaps 



Indicators from Member Regions 

11.1 by 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and 
affordable housing and basic services, and upgrade slums 

 
Rio de Janeiro - % of residences situated in slums and % of inhabitants 
with access to all basic public services 
 
Sao Paulo – housing deficit: amount of houses necessary to 
accomodate the existing urban population, by each municipality 

 



Indicators from Member Regions 

11.2 by 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, 
accessible and sustainable transport systems for all (…) 
 
Rio de Janeiro - % of inhabitants using mass transport public services 

 
 

 

Catalonia - People aged 16 
or more that use public 
transport. By size of the 
home and main reasons for 
using it 



Indicators from Member Regions 
11.4 strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the 
world’s cultural and natural heritage 
 
Wales - % of natural protected areas, by type and number of visitors 
(combining quality and also addressing 11.7 on access to green areas) 
 
Sao Paulo - % of existing ecosystems surface under protection 
mechanisms of Aichi Target 11 
 
Catalonia - % of protected natural surface with high management 
schemes with respect to total protected surface 

 

Natural spaces with special protection 
Natural interest and Natura 2000 spaces 



Indicators from Member Regions 

11.6 by 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental 
impact of cities, including by paying special attention to air 
quality, municipal and other waste management 
 

Municipal breakdowns of waste generation and treatment, as well as emission 
inventories, by type of pollutants and sectors are usually provided by regional 
statistical offices.  
 

Catalonia - Atmospheric pollution. PM 10, lead and benzene, by city 

Waste generation, by cities                 Waste treatment facilities, by types 

 

 
 



Indicators from Member Regions 

11.7 by 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive 
and accessible, green and public spaces, particularly for 
women and children, older persons and persons with 
disabilities  
 

Catalonia – m² of open green areas per inhabitant 

81% 

6% 7% 

6% 



 
Thank you! 

 
Rodrigo Messias 
Policy Officer 

 
www.nrg4SD.org 

rmessias@nrg4sd.org 
 

http://www.nrg4sd.org/
http://www.nrg4sd.org/
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